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one or two sharp fights with the enemy on the high ground near
the entrance, during which the enemy was forced back with
considerable loss. The ground gained by the battalion in these
fights was never retaken, but was held until the end of the war.
The attack upon the fort up the river, towards Caimanera, on
June 15th, by the Texas, MarUehead and Suwanee, resulted in
driving the enemy out of it with no known loss. The main in-
cident of this affair was the picking up of torpedoes by the
screws of the Texas and Marbleliead while in the shoal water
near the mouth of the river. These torpedoes had been in the
water so long that it is doubtful if they were serious menaces.
IE the first place,, they were imperfectly made and so hastily laid
that their value as a defense was inconsiderable.

On the 21st of June, the North Atlantic fleet, under Admiral
Sampson's command,, was divided into two squadrons, to wit:

First North Atlantic Squadron, Commodore J. C. Watson.

Second North Atlantic Squadron, Commodore W. S. Schley.

The squadron operating against Santiago had been separated
into two squadrons, the first under Admiral Sampson, the sec-
ond under Commodore Schley, for action against the fortifica-
tions, for blockading, and for battle with the Spanish squadron.
This arrangement was maintained until the end of hostilities.

On June 20th, the transport fleet, bearing the Fifth Army
Corps, under Major General W. E. Shafter, arrived off San-
tiago convoyed by a small squadron of war vessels. Some delay
in the departure of this fleet had been caused by a report made
by Lieutenant Southerland, of the Eagle, that he had seen sev-
eral strange men-of-war and had been chased by a torpedo-boat
on the night of June 7th. This report was supplemented by
a similar report of the commander of the Resolute that his vessel
had been chased a short time afterwards by four vessels. Both
commanders hastened to Key West to report these occurrences
to Washington. There was nothing in the report, however. It
turned out to be a "will of the wisp" easily distorted into a
mysterious Spanish vessel. In all probability the vessel seen
was the English cruiser Talbot, on a cruise, but there was no
torpedo-boat in chase of the Eagle. These reports had their
effect, however, upon the sailing of the transport fleet, as the
following telegram shows:untington,, had
